Author Guidelines for Systematic Reviews in the African Journal of Health Sciences
Thank you for considering the African Journal of Health Sciences as the platform for publishing your systematic review. To ensure the highest quality and adherence to scientific standards, please follow these detailed guidelines when preparing your manuscript:
1. Title and Abstract:
· Begin your manuscript with a concise, informative title that reflects the scope of your systematic review.
· Provide an abstract (structured or unstructured) of no more than 300 words summarizing the background, objectives, methods, results, and conclusions of your review.
· Include 3 to 6 keywords that accurately represent the main topics or themes of your review.
2. Introduction:
· Clearly state the rationale for conducting the systematic review, including the research question or objectives.
· Provide context for your review by discussing the significance and relevance of the topic to the field of health sciences.
· Mention any existing knowledge gaps that your review aims to address.
3. Methods:
3.1 Search Strategy:
· Describe the databases, search engines, and other sources you used to identify relevant studies.
· Provide a detailed description of the search terms, keywords, and Boolean operators used in your search strategy.
· Specify any inclusion and exclusion criteria applied to select studies.
3.2 Study Selection:
· Outline the process for study selection, including screening titles, abstracts, and full texts.
· Provide details about how disagreements among reviewers were resolved.
3.3 Data Extraction:
· Explain the data extraction process, including the variables collected from each included study.
· Specify any tools or forms used for data extraction.
· Describe how missing data or unclear information in studies were addressed.
3.4 Quality Assessment:
· Detail the method used for assessing the quality and risk of bias in included studies (e.g., Cochrane Risk of Bias tool, ROBINS-I).
· Report the results of quality assessments.
3.5 Data Synthesis:
· Explain the approach used for data synthesis (e.g., meta-analysis, narrative synthesis).
· Provide information on statistical methods, effect measures, and forest plots if applicable.
· Describe any subgroup or sensitivity analyses performed.
4. Results:
· Present the results of your systematic review in a clear and organized manner.
· Include tables, figures, or forest plots to illustrate key findings.
· Summarize the main outcomes and findings of the included studies.
5. Discussion:
· Interpret the results of your systematic review and discuss their implications.
· Compare your findings to previous research and highlight any discrepancies.
· Address the limitations of your review and potential sources of bias.
· Offer recommendations for future research or clinical practice based on your findings.
6. Conclusion:
· Summarize the main findings and the overall implications of your systematic review.
· Avoid making claims that are not supported by the evidence presented in your review.
7. References:
· Follow the APA citation style (7th edition) for formatting references.
· Include all the sources cited in your manuscript.
8. Supplementary Material:
· If necessary, provide supplementary material, such as additional tables or figures, to support your findings.
9. Ethical Considerations:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If your systematic review involved human or animal subjects, ensure that you present the necessary ethical approvals and provide relevant details.
10. Funding:
· Disclose any sources of funding or financial support for your research.
11. Submission Process:
· Submit your manuscript electronically through the African Journal of Health Sciences' online submission system.
12. Review and Revision:
· Be prepared to respond to peer reviewer comments and make necessary revisions to improve the quality of your manuscript.
· By following these guidelines, you will enhance the clarity, rigor, and relevance of your systematic review submission to the African Journal of Health Sciences. We appreciate your commitment to advancing knowledge in the field of health sciences through high-quality research.
